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As we push through the 
winter months and begin 
planning for Spring, it is 
easy to be optimistic 
about many things; 
warmer weather and the 
return of outdoor 
activities, the potential 

for family trips and more of the population 
receiving the COVID vaccinations.  I am also 
excited that so many Anderson team members 
elected to receive the vaccine and the protection 
that it provides.  Finally, it is also encouraging to 
experience the recent reduction in the number of 
COVID inpatients being managed at Anderson 
Hospital and Community Hospital of Staunton. 
Anderson Healthcare will play a key role in the 
next phase of the battle with COVID19 by 
assisting the Madison County Health Department 
in providing the vaccine to the community.  
Plans are being developed to temporarily convert 
the Troy Express Care into a COVID vaccine 
center, while temporarily suspending Express 
Care services at that location. 
Current Express Care staff will transition into 
these activities and will be supplemented in order 
to serve our community.  Scott Katich, Eric 
Brandmeyer and Jean Day are coordinating the 
planning and will oversee the operation.  It is 
anticipated that the facility will be focused on 

this service for at least the next six months 
beginning on March 1. 
Anderson Healthcare will follow all the CDC/
Illinois Department of Public Health guidelines 
for vaccination categories and timelines with an 
emphasis on prioritizing Anderson Healthcare 
patients. 
As our organization moves into this next phase 
of COVID 19 engagement, we also continue to 
recognize and appreciate the work of our COVID 
testing center staff and all of our team members 
involved in the inpatient care of COVID patients.  
This has truly been an effort that has involved all 
of Anderson Healthcare and while we have not 
reached the finish line, it feels good to have it in 
sight with a focus on getting the work done to 
cross it! 
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 ANDERSON HEALTHCARE COVID19 VACCINE UPDATE 

Anderson Healthcare will soon be able to provide the 
COVID-19 vaccine to patients of our Anderson 
Healthcare system!   We are working quickly to make 
the vaccine available starting March 1 to those who 
are eligible in accordance with federal and state 
guidelines. We strongly encourage the vaccine for 
anybody who is part of active vaccination phases in 
Illinois which include 1A and/or 1B categories.  
We will start promoting the vaccine clinic on our 
website and social media.   A microsite is being 
developed to host the registration tool and other 

important information regarding the vaccine.   Those 
interested will simply fill out an online form to get on 
our list.   
It may be several weeks (or longer) before it is time to 
schedule a person’s vaccine. The timing will depend 
on what phase they are in, as well as availability of the 
vaccine. We will contact them when it is time to 
schedule their appointment and provide them with 
information on where, when and how to get the 
vaccine.  Phase 1A includes healthcare workers and 
long-term care facility staff and residents.   

https://www.dph.illinois.gov/sites/default/files/Phases%201A%20and%201B%20of%20Vaccine%20Distribution%20in%20Illinois.pdf
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Monoclonal antibodies have been used to treat cancer 
for years, but now it’s making a difference in treating 
high-risk patients who have tested positive for 
COVID 19.  One way the body's immune system 
attacks foreign substances – like COVID19 - is by 
making large numbers of antibodies. An antibody is a 
protein that sticks to a specific protein called 
an antigen. Antibodies circulate throughout the body 
until they find and attach to the antigen. Once 
attached, they can force other parts of the immune 
system to destroy the cells containing the antigen. 

Bamlanivimab is a monoclonal antibody that was 
granted Emergency Use Authorization by the U.S. 
Food and drug administration late last year.  The drug 
is delivered via infusion, like chemotherapy, rather 
than through a quick injection.  It is predicted to be 
effective against more than 99% of all COVID strains 
that we see in the United States today. 

It’s intended for treatment of mild to moderate 
COVID-19 symptoms in adults 19 years and older 
who have tested positive for COVID19 and are 
considered high risk for progressing to severe 
COVID 19 and/or hospitalization.   Timing is 
important!  Treatment must start within 10 days from 
symptom onset to benefit -- once hospitalized with 
COVID-19, the drug isn’t shown to be effective. 

Pharmacist, Bart Smith, works with the 
AndersonMercy Cancer Care team at the Warren 
Billhartz Cancer Center.  They have been providing 
COVID19 patients with this therapy since December 
31, 2020.   “So far we have had no patients 
hospitalized for COVID19 following the infusion,” 
said Smith.   “We follow up with each patient the 
following days and instruct them to let us know if 
they have any issues post treatment.”  

Limited appointments are available daily with our 
specially trained and certified infusion staff.  “It takes 
about a half hour to setup, an hour for the infusion to 
run and then the patient will need to be monitored for 
one hour after the treatment to make sure they don’t 
have any serious reactions,” explained Smith.   “We 
are excited to provide this treatment to our 
community!”  

As of 2-4-21 the Center has treated 29 patients.  If 
patients are interested in this treatment please contact 
your Anderson Medical Group provider to see if you 
qualify and have them contact the infusion center.  

Community Hospital of Staunton is also 
offering this therapy to patients in their 
community.  Infusions take place at CHS 
and need to be ordered by their primary 
care physician. 



Page 4 

ANDERSON HEALTHCARE PARNTERS 

Michael Walter, MD 
Pulmonary/Sleep Medicine 
6812 State Route 162 
Suite 202 
Maryville, Il  62062 
618-288-6844 

Mark Fedder, MD 
Gastroenterology 
6812 State Route 162 
Suite 204 
Maryville, Il  62062 
618-288-0346 

The Auxiliary has over 200 active volunteer members 
and is an integral part of Anderson Hospital.   In fact, 
volunteers gave nearly 40,000 hours of service to 
Anderson Hospital in 2019.  Active Volunteers 
provide direct services to the Emergency, O.B. and 
Outpatient Surgery Departments, as well as being “on 
call” from the Volunteer Office. They manage 
information desks at public entrances including those 
at the Cancer Center and Wellness Center. Volunteers 
are the sole proprietors of our hospital’s Gift Shop 
managing staff, purchasing inventory, and all 
inventory management. 
Sadly, most of their activities were suspended in 
March of 2020 due to the COVID 19 crisis and the 
stay at home orders in Illinois.  Even with a pause in 
their cause, our Auxilians rallied and found ways to 
raise funds and support our healthcare heroes.   
In July, a limited number of volunteers returned to 
assist in the screening process at the Physician Office 
Building Entrance, drive the shuttle and reopen the 
Gift Shop!  Other volunteers worked on safe fund-
raising ideas.  Our volunteers never cease to amaze us 
and were able to raise nearly $50,000 in 2020 as well 
as donate nearly 12,000 hours of service to our 
hospital.   

We are grateful to have such an awesome team of 
volunteers who despite the difficulties, continue to 
press ahead.  Good news continues to emerge as 
positivity rates and hospitalizations continue to 

decline and vaccinations slowly, but surely, increase.  
Our future remains bright with the Auxiliary on our 
side!  

Auxiliary President, Betty Ludwig, recently presented Anderson 
Hospital President & CEO, Keith Page with their annual donation. 
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 ANDERSON HEALTHCARE PARTNERS 

Anderson Rehabilitation Institute Update  
Anderson Rehabilitation Institute is a joint venture 
between Kindred and Anderson Healthcare and is 
expected to open in Q2 2021. The facility will 
provide care to patients recovering from stroke, 
traumatic brain injury, spinal cord injury, amputation, 
and other complex conditions. Staff will provide 
physical, occupational, and speech therapy. Other 
special services provided will include physiatry, 
internal medicine, medical/surgical consultations, 
rehabilitation nursing and nutritional services. The 
institute will have a dedicated pharmacy.  
The 49,920-square-foot facility will have 34 beds and 
feature all private rooms; a secured acquired brain 
injury unit with private dining and therapy gym; large 
interdisciplinary gym for all therapy services; 
transitional living apartment designed to simulate a 
residential apartment, to prepare patients for their 
daily living tasks before they are discharged home; 
and a therapeutic courtyard with exterior amenities.  
It will also have specially designed rooms to treat 
dialysis patients; and specialty programs dedicated to 
neuro, stroke, brain injury, and amputation.  
 Kindred will manage the day-to-day operations of 

Anderson Rehabilitation Institute and Anderson 

Hospital will provide any medical support services. 

The new institute will replace a 20-bed hospital-based 

acute rehabilitation unit at Anderson Hospital that 

Kindred has managed since 2004. 
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 HEALTHCARE PARTNERS 

Anderson Hospital Foundation Gala A Great Success 

Not even a pandemic can stop us from raising important funds for our hospital and healthcare 
heroes!  This year’s gala was a great success raising over $155,000.  Many thanks to 
Ralph& Donna Korte Charitable Foundation for sponsorship of our Audience Appeal matching 
$25,000 of the $34,705 raised! 
Thanks to the virtual setting, the event was open for 3 days!  Participants could bid on auction 
items starting at 8 a.m. on Friday, January 29 through 11 p.m. Sunday, January 31.   
The event site featured videos including a recipe tutorial with Board Member, Lendell Phelps 
and Chef Joe Simonic from the Four Seasons Hotel St. Louis.  The 2021 Gala was titled, 
Hometown Heroes, and also showcased a video of a day in the life of some of our very own 
hospital heroes!  You can still visit the site and watch the videos at 

AndersonGala21.Givesmart.Com. 

Guests were encouraged to post photos to the Facebook Event Page showing how they were celebrating!  Left to right 
are:  Kristin Etnier and Dr. Bryson Whalen; Mike and Michelle Ward and Melanie Garland and  Dr. James Dalla Riva! 
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This year’s auction raised nearly $30,000!  Here are what the items and winning bids were.  While the auction is closed, 
you can still learn more about each of the items via the event page @AndersonGala21.Givesmart.Com  

Thank You Presenting Sponsors: 
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Retirement Brings Nursing Leadership Changes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
It’s hard to believe our hospital without the presence 
of Sandy Riley.  She’s actually been here since May 
13, 1977.  (Only Mary Jo Kampwerth has been here 
longer, starting in March of that year!)  Back in 2017, 
during our hospital’s 40th Anniversary, Sandy shared 
her experience here in her own words: 
I’m not really sure why I became a Nurse.  It just felt 
right.  As a high school student, I was planning for my 
future and was drawn to Nursing but was not sure.  I 
took a part-time job as a Nurse Assistant at a Nursing 
Home and loved it.  I knew that I was making the right 
decision. 
I graduated on May 13th, 1977 and started my career 
at Anderson Hospital on May 16th, 1977.  I was hired 
for 3rd Medical then transitioned to 2nd Surgical, and 
became Head Nurse of 2nd, 3rd, and the Transitional 
Care Unit (TRC).  Titles have changed over the years 
but the responsibility didn’t. 
I’ve enjoyed nursing for many reasons, but primarily 
because I felt I was making a difference.  I have 
learned a great deal about healthcare but also 
learned a great deal about myself. 
I stayed at Anderson Hospital because as I grew as a 
Nurse, so did the hospital.  I have had so many 
opportunities to work with wonderful people and 
through good times and bad, many have become like 
family to me.  I have watched the hospital continue to 
meet its mission of providing excellent personal, 
convenient, and quality healthcare. 

Sandy’s retirement brings new nursing leadership.  
Tracie Sussenbach RN, BSN has accepted the position 
of Director of Medical, Surgical, and TRC Services.  
Tracie has many years of nursing and leadership 
experience and has been with Anderson since 2008.   
Tracy Haas RN, BSN, accepted the 2/3 Medical Nurse 
Manager position.  Tracy has been a valued part of the 
Nursing staff since 2009. Their educational 
background, experience, and familiarity with 
Anderson staff are ideal for their positions.  

Tracie Sussenbach RN, BSN  

Tracy Haas RN, BSN 
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Lab’s Lynette Prieto Takes On New Role 
Congratulations to Lynette 
Prieto, on her new position 
as Section Head Laboratory 
Information System/
Special Projects for 
Laboratory.  Lynette has 
been with Anderson 
Hospital since 2001.  
She holds an Associate of 
Applied Science degree in 
Medical Lab Technology 
from Southwestern Illinois 
College and has attended 

classes at Southern Illinois University and Saint Louis 
University for classes in Biology, Biochemistry and 
Forensic Science.  
Lynette has served in various positions within the 
Laboratory over the last 20 years .  
She has served as a generalist Medical Laboratory 

technician and as the Section Head of the Hematology 
Dept.   As Section Head, over the last 5 years she has 
managed day-to-day operations in Hematology/
Coagulation and Urinalysis. 
Lynette has also served as a core member of Project 
One thru the Meditech 5.67 conversion to Expanse, as 
well as work with Staunton Community Hospital, 
Cancer Center, Respiratory and Blood Bank depts. 
here at Anderson on LIS builds for various projects.  
Lynette worked several years alongside Tracy Maag , 
previous Lab manager on LIS projects and served as 
interim LIS coordinator since November with Tracy’s 
departure.  
She will work closely with Lab members in Main Lab, 
Outpatient phlebotomy, Cancer Care, IT dept, 
Ambulatory staff, billing and finance and various 

depts. throughout the organization.  
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